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11

th
 Annual Free Tree Give Away May 1  

 
CANAL WINCHESTER – Canal Winchester residents will have the opportunity to pick up a 

free tree at the village‟s 11
th

 annual free tree give away May 1, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. New this 

year, the first 10 residents who sign a form agreeing to plant a tree in their front yard will be 

allowed two trees. The event will be held rain or shine at Stradley Place on South High Street.  

 

According to Canal Winchester‟s Urban Forester Dick Miller, the village has implemented the 

„Front Yard Tree Program‟ to encourage homeowners to plant trees in their front yards. The 

annual free tree give away and the new „Front Yard Tree Program‟ are part of the village‟s Street 

Tree Advisory Board‟s initiative to increase canopy coverage throughout the community.  

 

“Trees are given out on a first come basis, with the majority of the trees gone within the first 

hour,” Miller shared. “Although lines usually begin forming around 8:30 a.m., the giveaway 

doesn‟t start until 9 a.m. sharp.” 

                  

Residents interested in a tree must first show a proof of residency, such as a water bill. Those 

who wish to participate in the „Front Yard Tree Program‟ will also need to sign an agreement, 

and the village will later send someone to their residence to verify that the agreement was 

honored. Due to high demand in the past, all other residents will only be allowed one tree. The 

trees range in size from 18 inches to five feet with a variety of types, including (but not limited 

to):  

 Korean Maple 

 Sugarberry 

 American Beech 

 Lacebark Pine 

 Bald Cypress 

 

The free tree give-a-way started in 2000 and has grown since that time. The village currently has 

more than 21 percent canopy coverage, with the goal of reaching 25 percent. The village‟s tree 

canopy is its first defense against storm water, as the canopy catches, filters, and prevents 

rainwater from overflowing drains. Trees also have well known benefits like preventing erosion, 

promoting clean air, and providing shade from the sun. 
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